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“When the only justice left is the kind, you take…” 

Audience: Adult 18–49, interested in socially conscious crime dramas, high-intensity thrillers, and Native 
storytelling.

  

The Vio lence of Wine is  a  c inematic  thri l le r  which explores the story of  
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  “ ”For they eat the bread of wickedness and drink the wine of violence” Proverbs 4:17. :17                                               

~ 

        __________________  
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dark world  of  human 
tra ff ick ing,  car te l  v io lence,  co l l iding  jurisd ict ions  and the agonizing  hole  i .                 
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                            DRUG AND HUMAN TRAFFICKING ROUTES 
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DIRECTOR’S VISION
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                                                                          SCREENPLAY STRUCTURE  

Act 1:  

Tyler Featherchild Aarons, a teenager on the Crow Reservation, is abducted by cartel 

recruiters. The law is ineffective. 

Act 2:  

Her father, David Aarons, a former FBI specialist, launches a methodical campaign to 

dismantle the cartel’s operations while navigating tribal resistance and personal grief in 

search of the remains of his daughter. 

Act 3: The cartel is drawn out by his sabotage of supply lines, exposing cartel leadership, 

bringing all forces to a head. 

Act 4: In a violent showdown, the Cartel Army closes in on Aarons when wife Debra 

Yellowhawk joins his side in a joint fatal mission culminating in a violent, strategic 

showdown on sacred land where the enigmatic Dog Soldiers appear from the foggy mists and 

lay way waste to the unsuspecting cartel freeing the couple’s escape.  

      Themes:  

       Family, loyalty, justice vs. law, Native traditions, violence, loss, human trafficking.  
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                                             CHARACTERS MAPS AND FUNCTIONS     

 

Character  Description                Function  

David Aarons 

  

FBI Specialist, white man married 

into Crow Nation  

Empathetic, skilled, driven by family, morally 

complex 

  

Debra 

Featherchild 

 

Ex-wife, Crow tribal member 

Strained family dynamics, connected to 

traditions, joins in vengeance. 
  

 

Tyler 

Featherchild  

 

Missing daughter Catalyst for story, humanizes stakes 

Capuchin Priest 

  

Moral compass, provides spiritual 
grounding 

Symbolic, assists investigation  

 

 

Dog Soldiers 

 
Tribal warriors assisting David 

 
Honor-bound, tactical expertise, a score to 

settle.  

 

Newspaper 

Reporter 

  

Chronicles events, exposes 

corruption 

Adds external tension and moral reflection 
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Stakes & Social Relevance: 

Epidemic of missing Indigenous youth. 

Drug trafficking & forced labor on Native lands. 

Familial & tribal justice vs. U.S. law. 

Personal & moral stakes for David and Debra. 

Societal stakes for communities impacted by cartel operations. 

 

   

 

Why Now: 

Current relevance: Indigenous rights, missing persons crisis, U.S.–Mexico cartel impact. 

Global audience appeal through visceral crime narrative and universal themes of family & justice. 
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                                                BLACKLIST COVERAGE AND AWARDS: 

 

 

           
 
 
 

THE VIOLENCE OF WINE is an engaging crime thriller that blends elements of the crime and 
psychological thriller genres into a commercially-accessible story. The story is told through the eyes of 
DAVID AARONS, who is desperate to unravel the investigation of his missing daughter, all while a meth 
ring in which a cartel has been using American land for their operations. This is what makes this story 
absolutely, remarkable: there are macro and micro stakes to the A and B plots, which deal with real-world 
issues such as human trafficking, addiction, forced labor, and identity.  
 
David's pursuit to find his daughter gives his story wonderful drive, while almost making him remarkably 
empathetic and sympathetic. Not only this, but the reasoning for his POV exists on an organic level, which 
allows for organic dialogue that would otherwise feel too much like exposition. The story has urgency 
without the need for a literal ticking clock, as David's desperation compounds, which exhibits the writer's 
maturity as a storyteller. There is plenty of octane coursing through the veins of the script, which oscillates 
with some tension-fraught scenes, as it crescendos into a hellacious third act, yet pays off in spades by the 
resolution. 
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