String = \frac{1}{2\pi \alpha'} \int d*2\sigma \, \sqrt{-h} \, h*{ab}\, \partial_a X \mu \partial_b X_\mu
+ \frac{1}{4\pi} \int d*2\sigma \, \sqrt{-h} \, R*{(2)} \Phi(X) + \frac{1K4\pi \alpha'} \int d*2\sigma \, \epsil

+

E = mc?

= erasure
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Logline

In a fractured near-future ruled by authoritarian “Machine” regimes, a reluctant mathematician
discovers fragments of an ancient manuscript — The Palimpsest — whose hidden equations can bend,
reshape, and obliterate history itself. Hunted by the Secretary General who seeks to weaponize erasure,
he must piece together the formula, reunite with his lost identical twin sister, and decide whether

rewriting the past is salvation or extinction.

Tagline

“The closer the answer becomes, the further the world disappears.”

Series Engine:

Each episode is driven by a self-contained disruption caused by the Palimpsest’s equations — a
vanishing, an anomaly, a mystery memory that leads to new fragments, further allied divisions, new
alliances and shifts in history which are no longer present or accounted for - while the serialized spine
propels Gordon toward a number of quests: assembling the full equation with the piecemeal notes of his
dead father, reuniting with sister, identical twin Blythe, aligning with like-minded counter insurgents,
and staying alive while being hunted are to name a few.

Episodic Drive:

A new erasure or anomaly (The disruption) alters reality. i.e., personal, geopolitical, enemy-based, a past
love. The team must investigate, repair, reveal, or exploit the erasure while avoiding Machine enforcers,
hunter pods, and one corrupted, centralized power — The United Nations.

Season Arc:

Piece by piece, the Palimpsest offers a smallest glimpse of its unearthed equations and its misguided use,
i.e., erasure of people, governments, friends, enemies, political adversaries, and even family members.
The more we learn, the more is vanished, the more urgency there becomes and the more complicated the

matrix of basic survival becomes.



Character Arcs (Season 1)

Gordon Marlow (Feon Jax)

e Want: Stay alive, work with the equation, resist the Machine.
e Need: Accept his reluctant destiny as the inheritor of the Palimpsest.
e Change: From unwilling survivor to the architect of rebellion.

e Arc: From invisible barrio-chef, to leader of the counter-insurgency.
Audrey Ajay (UN Secretary General)

e Objective (Season 1): Seize fragments of the Palimpsest to cement control.
e Decisive Moves:
1. Orders mass “mercy exterminations” under cover of stability.
2. Manipulates public memory by selectively erasure of resistance leaders.
3. Lures Gordon with the promise of recovering Blythe — but only if he cooperates and
delivers the illusive equations.
e Arc: From untouchable authority — cracks exposed by overreliance on the Palimpsest. Secret
identical twin to Gordon’s mother.

Dr. Hun (Head of the Counter Revolutionary Guard - the CRG)

e  Want: To get the benefits of the Palimpsest before the Machine does.
e Need: To protect Gordon as both navigate the equations and threats.

e Change: Fatalistic to optimistic.
Charlie Bellows

o Want: Preserve her father’s secret hidden archives in the “Library of the Rebellion”.
e Need: Trust others while calibrating risk exposure.

¢ Change: From cautious archivist’s daughter to active insurgent with a bigger role to play.
Fritz Schrodinger
e Want: Redemption for past compromises. To avenge his wife’s death by the Machine.

e Need: To provide scholarship that could defeat the Machine.
o Change: From weary relic to vital mentor.



Blythe (seeded in Season 1, revealed later)

e Breadcrumbs:
e References to Gordon’s lost twin sister, his identical living paradox who is key to writing
the equation of The Grand Unified Theory.
e Subtle anomalies that suggest someone else is also manipulating the Equation, and her.
e Audrey’s cryptic hints that Blythe is alive and aligned with the Machine but it’s not true

— used only as bait to draw Gordon close.



The Machine - Flavor & Impact

e Terminology:
e The Grid: The Machine’s surveillance lattice.
e Corrections: State-sanctioned erasures.
e Residues: Glitches post-erasure. (Erasure stains).

e Specters: Citizens who feel displaced after someone close vanishes.

Impact of Erasure:

e Entire families wiped from records; homes reassigned overnight.
e Citizens living with phantom grief, unable to name what’s missing.
e A culture of silence — to question missing people is treason.

e Cities scarred by Residues: half-remembered streets, abandoned buildings that shouldn’t

exist.

Living under the Machine is like living in a constant gaslighted state of history, where memory itself is
suspect, nostalgia is disobedience and researching historical markers can get you executed.



Pilot Beat Sheet

Inciting Incident: Feon/Gordon’s coded notes are discovered by Machine enforcers; he
narrowly escapes.

Midpoint: Gordon learns his true-identity as Severin’s son — and glimpses the Palimpsest
fragments.

Point of No Return: Gordon sees Audrey’s exterminations firsthand; survival now means
fighting back.

Final Image: Gordon holding half the Equation, realizing it is both a weapon and a curse.

Season 1 Episode Map (10 eps)
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Pilot — The Lost Proofs: Gordon’s identity revealed; Palimpsest resurfaces.

Shadows of the Erased: The team encounters a town where half the citizens are missing.
The Archivist’s Daughter: Charlie’s archives yield clues — and danger.

Phantom Grief: Survivors remember fragments of those erased.

Mercy Extermination: Audrey unleashes mass erasure; Gordon nearly captured.

The Residue: A whole district collapses under paradox.

Threads Unbound: Gordon glimpses Blythe through a memory-glitch.

The Betrayal: A trusted ally vanishes — erased by someone inside the circle.

Equation of Blood: Audrey forces Gordon into a deadly calculation.

. Season Finale — The Architect: Gordon completes a page of the Equation, triggering a reality

fracture that sets up Season 2.

Future Seasons

Season 2: The hunt for Blythe — revealed alive, operating as Audrey’s lieutenant. Gordon must
face whether she’s victim or collaborator.

Season 3: The Palimpsest is nearly whole; rival factions use it, creating splintered realities.
Season 4+: Endgame — Gordon discovers the Equation’s ultimate purpose: not just erasure, but

reconstruction. Can the world be rewritten without destroying it?



Comps

e Dark (Netflix): Borrowing the labyrinthine puzzle-box storytelling and generational stakes;
subverting by making the science concrete (math/erasure), not time travel.

o Devs (FX): Borrowing the intellectual/philosophical weight; subverting by embedding itin a
thriller with higher stakes and wider scope.

e Children of Men (film): Borrowing the dystopian urgency and grounded tone; subverting by

introducing a cerebral, mathematical weapon instead of biological infertility.

Why Now / Market Positioning

o Target Buyers: Streamers (Netflix, Amazon, Apple TV+) and prestige sci-fi friendly outlets (FX,
HBO).

o Tone: Prestige dystopian thriller with intellectual sci-fi core — Dark meets Devs.

o Budget Lane: Mid-to-high prestige budget (ensemble cast, real-world locations, enhanced with
selective VEX).

e  WhyNow: In an era of disinformation, surveillance, and algorithmic control, The Palimpsest

literalizes our fear: what if reality itself could be rewritten?



Mythology & Rules of the Palimpsest

What the Equation Can Change

Limits

Costs

The Palimpsest encodes a unified algorithm that can alter reality’s underlying “threads.”
It allows selective erasure of events, objects, or people from collective memory and material
existence.

The changes ripple outward: history is rewritten seamlessly, as though the erased never existed.

Fragmentary: The manuscript is incomplete — each missing page weakens stability.

Proximity Constraint: Erasures can only affect a fixed “radius” of connections (family, location,
moment). Beyond that, history resists.

No Resurrection: What is erased cannot be recalled; memory of the erased is permanently

overwritten.

Entropy: Each use introduces instability — cracks in memory, déja vu, phantom recollections.
User Degradation: The wielder suffers cognitive bleed — migraines, blackouts, loss of personal
memories.

World Corruption: Overuse frays reality itself, leading to paradox, collapse, or blank zones.

Proprietary Terms

The Machine: Authoritarian infrastructure weaponizing the Palimpsest for compliance.
Threads: The invisible lines of connection that the Equation manipulates.
Shadows: Survivors who half-remember the erased (glitches in memory).

Erasures: The act of removing an entity, leaving only residue in the Palimpsest.

The Lived Impact of Erasure

Families discover photo albums missing faces.
Citizens feel inexplicable grief for people they cannot name.
Whole neighborhoods vanish from maps overnight. Survivors carry a bone-deep sense of loss

without context — society becomes haunted by absence of the lost.



